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COMMANDER’S VIEW 

Hello again and it seems like 
only a few days ago that I 
compiled the January 
Commander’s Article. 

Time flies when your having fun 
so they say even with a mask 
on. I had to withdraw some cash 
from my bank and it seemed odd 
to enter a bank with a mask on! 

The good news is the flying 
season is wide open less events, 
but open and some nice sunny 
days too. 

This past Sunday was no 
exception and I finally loaded up 
some airplanes and headed to 
OCMA.  

The weather was perfect, and 
Tim Cardin and the board did an 
outstanding job jumping through 
hoops to re-open the field again 
after some major modifications.  
All in all, the partition fences look 
great and will be replaced with 
permanent fencing. Next will be 
the runway slurry coat and re-

stripping and the needed 
resurfacing of the pit area. 

If you do nothing else but drive 
out to OCMA to hang out, sit in 
the sun or even fly, it is a very 
relaxing experience and shame 
on me for not enjoying it more.  
That will change as I have 
bought my little fleet up to 
operational standards, so no 
excuse. 

On a very sad note, we lost the 
founder and promoter of the Top 
Gun Invitational, Frank Tiano late 
January from Walking 
Pneumonia which he did not 
recover from.  I announced the 
Top Gun for 32 years for Frank 
and our friendship was a 
wonderful experience. I truly 
miss him as many that have 
attended Top Gun or knew 
Frank.  Top Gun will go on this 
year as planned and Frank’s wife 
and help from a great team will 
make it happen.  I will be there 
flying the microphone for my 33rd 
year. 

In the meantime, I hope you all 
are engaged in some sort of 
scale modeling and of course our 
editor, Pano would love to hear 

from you with some photos of 
what you are working on. If you 
are not engaged in the sport, on 
the workbench or at the fling site, 
then why not.  

As you read daily, life is moving 
realty fast by us and we do not 
want to say, I wish I had made 
more time for my hobby!  Make 
that time now and enjoy scale 
airplane modeling again! 

I am guilty as well with no events 
or club meetings, it is easy to 
push the hobby you love aside 
for other interest.  Rededicate 
yourself to what you love and 
lets all get out to OCMA or 
PVMAC and fly. 

Reacquaint with old friends and 
flying buddies…most 
importantly, turn the TV off as 
there is no good news these 
days. 

Until I see you, be safe, healthy 
and load up some airplanes and 
fly. 

 

Sam Wright, Commander 

sam-w@cox.net 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDITORS NOTE: 

Hey Gang 

I was upset at the circumstances that cause the closure of the OCMA field.  Thanks to Board of 
Directors at OCMA! They have managed to get the field to code, do an unprecedented key exchange 
during a pandemic and managed to re-open the field for all of us to enjoy with little closure time.  I am 
not sure how many of you have access to Facebook, below is from the OCMA Facebook page. 
 

Here is what to expect at the field. 
Option to step over boundary removed with installation of temporary fencing.  
Multiple clear pathways from parking to pits provided at fixed wing and rotary wing areas. 
Other identified trip hazards painted with high visibility yellow paint 
Wooded tables removed - unsafe and not to code 
Trees removed - Non-native and obstructing clear pathways 
Fiberglass tables remain and secured to keep clear of pathways 
Starting Station with upright poles temporarily closed due to severe wind erosion. 
Runway repair and slurry approved and waiting for scheduling. This includes repair of the Starting 
Station erosion. Scheduling is expected to be in February. Notification will be sent and posted as soon 
as work is scheduled. 
 
Thank you for your patience 
through this ordeal. 
 
OCMA Board of Directors 



 
 

 

Sam is working on a E‐Flight Viper.    It’s a 70mm Jet Bind 

and Fly with a AS3X and Safe Select option.  It is offered at 

Horizon Hobbies for $279.99. 

Sam decided to change the stock color scheme and follow 

Chris  Wolfes  process  from  The  RC  Geek’s  web  site  to 

repaint a foam airplane.  You can see the process here.  

The paint  is  Tamiya over primer and  looks  like a  carrier‐

based aircraft.  The graphics are from Callie Graphics and 

Sam had her reduce a set of F‐18 graphics to fit the viper. 

Sam used several FA 18 photos from the internet to find a 

scheme  that  looked  good.   The 

comments  at  the  field  were  well 

worth the effort. 

The  Viper was  designed  to  deliver 

fighter‐jet  looks  and  performance 

with  low‐wing  sport  airplane 

stability so more pilots could enjoy 

flying a jet. The E‐flite® Viper 70mm 

EDF  is  true‐to‐form  both  in  its 

appearance and how  it delivers a high‐

performance  jet  experience  like  no 

other, whether you’ve  flown many  jets 

before or even if it’s your first jet model 

ever.  It  delivers  incredible  speed, 

vertical  performance  and  aerobatic 

capability while also being easy to take 

off and land 

Sam Wright - E-Flite Viper EDF 

WHAT OUR MEMBERS ARE BUILDING 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As a long-time-fan of the PBS show “New 
Yankee Workshop” I’ve seen quite a few good 
woodworking projects, but none more handy 
than the large roll around shop table. I knew 
I’d have to build it one day when I had the 
room for it in a workshop I hadn’t even yet 
built. Sorry to say, the show is no longer being 
aired, but you can watch most of Norm 
Abram’s project builds on YouTube, including 
this shop table. Even though Norm didn’t 
originate the idea for this table, I want to make 
sure I give proper credit where credit is due 
since Norm deserves all the kudos possible. 
He’s a craftsman’s craftsman – too bad he isn’t 
into RC Aircraft! 
As to the real reason I built this table, I am into 
Giant Scale Warbirds and they take up lots of 
workbench space. One needs a table of this 
size to stand the giant scale model on while 
doing CG balance work and other final details. 
Since plywood usually comes in 4 x 8 foot 
sheets, this is about as big as you can make it 
without getting into some crazy woodworking 
and having a huge workshop. In fact, I can put 
two warbird fuselages on this table and work 
one on either side. It’s huge! 
 

 

 
Finished moveable shop table of 4 feet by 7 
feet work surface. 
Overall comment here. There are no absolute 
dimensions to this table. You can make it 
totally to suit your tastes. This is a guide to 
getting it done, but only one thing requires 
any serious consideration – the size wheels or 
casters you use determine the installation 
height of the narrow end cross braces because 
they have to be positioned to allow the table 
to move when wheels are extended, yet also 
for the table legs to drop solidly onto the floor 
with them retracted. 
Before beginning the job, I’ll mention that this 
project really requires a fairly powerful table 
saw of at least 10 inch diameter blade to rip  

TIPS FROM THE SHOP

EZ DIY WORKSHOP TABLE



 
the full 4×8 plywood sheets to width and a 10 
to 12 inch cutoff saw to cut the parts to length, 
but most serious RC guys already have those 
anyway, so hopefully those won’t be an 
additional expense. I also used my pneumatic 
brad nailer which is just about the only way to 
quickly build wood projects these days. A 
battery powered drill motor or screw gun will 
speed up the assembly using drywall screws. A 
large bottle of yellow carpenter’s glue is 
needed as well as the hardware pieces (hinges, 
casters) I will cover along the way. I’ll make a 
materials list as well. 
Also, if you view the video, take note that I 
departed from Norm’s concept of the main 
work surface substructure. Norm had a very 
nice shop area and work table already in place 
with the NYW so he was able to build his table 
using “torsion box” construction which consists 
of several cross pieces of plywood with a 
masonite top and bottom. But you cannot 
build this torsion box square, true, and flat 
unless you have a flat surface to work from. 
And since I refuse to work bent-over off the 
concrete floor, I bought a 36 inch wide solid 
core exterior grade door to serve as the heart 
of the shop table vs building the torsion box. I 
then mounted that on a set of saw horses and 
got busy. One more note, take the time to 
closely inspect the door for flatness both 
directions before you buy. Keep going until 
you find one that is as perfect as can be. 
I watched the YouTube video once more as a 
refresher and began to visualize the final 
dimensions of the table so I could know how 
much wood to buy at the local home store. 
The material that I chose for the body is 3/4” 
Birch, fine-lamination plywood that was 
primed on one side and super-fine bare finish 
on the other. This fancy plywood was kinda  

 
expensive per sheet, and you can make this 
out of less expensive and rougher plywood, 
but I felt it just wouldn’t be as smooth and 
finished in appearance as the more expensive 
plywood. I was able to find this plywood at 
Lowe’s but Home Depot may have it as well. 
Virtually the entire table is made out of this 
plywood so it won’t go to waste, anything not 
used can be put aside for future projects. The 
same fine-lamination plywood is used for the 
work top, except it’s 1/2″. 

 
Solid core exterior grade door, 36” by 6’8” by 
1-3/4” on the saw horses. 1×4 white wood side 
rails being installed to provide a nailing surface 
for the legs.  
  
The only non plywood parts I used are the 1″ 
by 4” white wood side rails for the door edging 
to provide more strength for the legs to nail to 
– hand pick them for straightness. No need to 
miter the ends as they won’t be seen on the 
finished table. Glue, nail, and screw these to 
the door edges. I used the brad gun to tack 
the pieces in place and came back with 2” 
drywall screws to totally secure them in place. 
From there, then you can rip the legs out of 
plywood on your table saw. I made my table a 
bit tall since I am fairly tall and ended up at  

TIPS FROM THE SHOP  CONT.. 



 
around 38 inches overall height because I like 
to stand and work most of the time. But, since 
this is a custom table, make the legs to suit 
how you like to work. I wouldn’t mind making 
another table much lower so I could 
comfortably work while sitting. Once you rip 
the 8’ plywood to width for the legs, chop-saw 
two pieces for each leg, which are glued and 
screwed at 90 degrees to attach to the white 
wood 1 by 4’s as shown. For a more 
professional look, one half of the leg will be 
about 1 inch less wide that the other. Once 
glued together, they will appear to be the 
same width. 

 
Cut-to-length plywood panels for the legs. 
Now is the time to change your mind on the 
height of the table! Ha. Also, level the exterior 
door on the sawhorses in both directions now. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Next you glue and screw them together. Not 
impossible to make shorter at this point, but 
more work – last chance … 
 

 
 
 
 

TIPS FROM THE SHOP  CONT.. 



 
… because now the leg gets glued and 
screwed to the white wood side rails. Make 
sure it’s square and plumb! 
Press on with the leg construction for 3 more 
legs, making sure they are as true to plumb as 
possible. Measure between the opposite legs 
for squareness as well. Once square, flat, and 
level with the world, you can add the stringers 
to the long sides of the table. These are also 
ripped out of the plywood sheet and 
positioned at the height that suits you – not 
too high because you can add a shelf there 
later for additional storage as I did. 
 

 
 
Stringers added to long sides of the table. 
They give lots of lateral support. Starting to 
look like something! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Narrow end-of-table cross brace. The installed 
height of that cross brace depends on what 
sized wheels you use. 

 
Jumping ahead a bit, wheels extended. Wheels 
must be mounted and hinged to the cross 
brace to determine placement. Not too high 
and not too low. Use larger wheels than I used 
(2”). 

TIPS FROM THE SHOP  CONT.. 



 

 
Wheels in the retracted position. Also seen are 
the hinged side stops (dropped) that keep the 
wheels in the extended position. Note the 
portable 10” table saw which handled the 
plywood ripping job well. 
Since we are getting to the point of adding the 
wheels, I will make a recommendation here 
and say that LARGER wheels are BETTER. Why, 
you might ask? Well, very simply, the larger 
wheels are much easier to move the table with. 
I used the fully castoring wheels here but you 
might want to use two fully castoring and two 
fixed wheels, just depends on how you like to 
move your table around. I bought these wheels 
at Lowe’s but most any hardware store will 
have something similar. Hinges for the wheel 
braces are standard 3 or 4 inch door hinges 
and the side stop/block hinges can be just 
about any hinge you want to pick up. Of 
course, in the matter of raising and lowering 
the table, the lighter you build the table, the 
easier it is to lift up to either get on the wheels 
or off the wheels. By the time I added the shelf 
and have tools and planes on the table top, it 
is a pretty good load to lift. The original 
concept of this table was to be light and easily 
moved. I find I don’t move it around too much 
so far, but nice to have that option. 

 
Once you get the wheels and cross braces 
installed on the narrow ends, you can flip the 
table upright. Now, you can lift the table up 
and drop the wheels down-and-locked and roll 
her around. 

 
Hinged side stops pulled out and legs on the 
concrete floor. Rope holds the side stops out 
of the way. 
  

 
Table lifted up and the hinged side stops 
dropped into position. Table can now be 
moved about as needed. 
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Only thing missing is the top working surface. 
Finished table is very strong yet very light. 
One note on adding the top plywood work 
surface is that you should keep the overlap to 
a maximum of 6 inches all the way around or 
you may get some droop on the edges and it 
won’t be true and flat across the top. I cut the 
4 by 8 foot plywood top to 7 feet long since 
the exterior door is only 6’8” long – too much 
over hang on the narrow ends. But, I left the 
overlap all around because this gives you a 
great surface to clamp to later on, for reasons 
presently unknown, but you’ll be glad you left 
some overhang. Also, on the top plywood, I 
used the slightly thinner 1/2” high grade 
plywood to save some weight and some 
money. I seem to recall the 3/4” plywood was 
about $50 a sheet and the 1/2” about $35. You  

 
can flip the plywood top over when you get it 
thoroughly torn up and get double use of it, 
so, don’t glue or nail it down – 12 evenly 
spaced drywall screws will do nicely. 
  

 
 
Table lifted up and the hinged side stops 
dropped into position. Table can now be 
moved about as needed. 
  
The list of materials follows: 
1 Exterior door – 1-3/4” by 36” by 6’8” solid 
core 
1 sheet – 4’ by 8’ 3/4” Birch plywood (legs and 
stringers) Hand pick for no warps 
 

TIPS FROM THE SHOP  CONT..



 
 
1 sheet – 4’ by 8’ 1/2” Birch plywood (table 
top) Hand pick for no warps 
3 – 1″ by 4” by 8’ white wood boards (door 
edging) 
4  castors (4” or larger) 
4  – 3 to 4 inch door hinges 
4 – 2 inch flat hinges 
Boxes of 1-1/2” and 2″ drywall screws ( or 
whatever length you prefer) 
Yellow carpenter’s glue 
General table numbers are as follows. 
Main body less plywood top = 3′ wide x 6’8″ 
long (using a heavy exterior grade door) 
Legs = 6″ wide one half, 5″ wide other half 
(glue and screw them together to make one 
leg). 3/4″ plywood. 
Stringers = 4″ wide. 3/4″ plywood.  Height = 
about 36 to 38 inches, or to suit 
Topper = 4′ wide x 7′ long. 1/2″ plywood. 
Wheels = 4″ diameter, 2 or all 4 fully castering 
Hinges = 3″ to 4″ pairs for main wheel mounts, 
2″ for the side stops  Use glue and screws on 
all wood joints except for the moving parts. 
Norm’s 
Video  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G6
Hs-6mfnVM 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Shelf added later. Very handy to keep your 
balsa box and covering materials. Adds LOTS 
of weight to the table and makes harder to lift 
on/off the wheels. 
  

 
Power strip added for Dremel tool and 
covering irons. 
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TIPS FROM THE SHOP  CONT..

Roll around table is the centerpiece of my new workshop. Most useful tool I have in the 
entire shop. 

 
 
 

TEXT AND PHOTOS BY LANE CRABTREE 
  Updated: June 21, 2019 — June 21, 2019 

Tags: airplane, plane, radio control, rc, rc model airplane 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we continue to monitor the rapidly evolving situation around the coronavirus (COVID-
19), our first thought is for the safety and well-being of our members impacted by these 
difficult circumstances.  In these unprecedented times, it is important that we come 
together to support all those impacted.  

 

MONTHLY MEETING NIGHT 

FEBRUARY 

MEETING  



 

 

 

 

GIANT SCALE FLY-IN 
(Formally the Castle AFB EVENT) 

JULY 28TH - AUGUST 1ST, 2021 
Tri Valley RC Modelers 

 
NATS 

SEPTEMBER 16-19, 2021 
NASAScale ‐ National Association of Scale Aeromodelers 

 
 

WAITING TO SEE WHAT EVENTS ARE GOING TO 
BE RESCHEDULED.  

 
 I WILL KEEP EVERYONE POSTED. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
 

MORE EVENTS TO VISIT OR PARTICIPATE IN 
COMING UP! 

EVENT CALENDAR



July 28th - August 1st 2021 
Hosted by the Tri-Valley RC Modelers of Santa Maria, Ca.                                                    

AMA Gold Leader Club #170 

The facts: 

 Landing Fee:  Only $25.               

Includes:  Parking, lunch on       

Saturday, and a raffle ticket; 

 Dry camping for $10/night; 

 Only Giant Scale planes until 5pm; 

(Mono 80”, Biplanes 60”); 

 Proof of current AMA required; 

 Epic Pilot’s Raffle on Saturday. 

The fun stuff: 

 World Famous Santa Maria Style 

BBQ dinner on Saturday night; 

 Beautiful Santa Maria weather; 

 Food & drinks available daily; 

 500’ asphalt runway and            

expanded shade cover, 

 Open flying after 5pm; 

 Only 3 miles from the Radisson. 

Pre-registration requested: Call Chuck Barnes @ (805)886-7921                   

or email CDBarnes10@comcast.net  

Join us for the  

2019 Pilots 

      www.trivalleyrcmodelers.com 

 9th Annual  

Central Coast               
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DRAWING TO BE HELD AT THE NASA SCALE CLASSIC ON sEPT 18, 2021

TOP RC CORSAIR

JR PROPO RADIO SYSTEM
  DA 70

A123 BATTERIES & SWITCHES
warbird pilots

FIRST PRIZE

SECOND PRIZE
PT-17  SHORT KIT

87” NICK ZIROLI PLANS
NATIONAL BALSA - SHORT KIT

  PHOTOPACK  DOCUMENTATION

third  pRIZE
DA 85

Tickets:
  1-$5  3-$10  7-$20 20-$50

www.nasascale.org
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SCALE SQUADRON AT OCMA

Tuesdays seem to be the unofficial Scale Squadron day at 

the field with 3‐6 of us meeting up with our airplanes and 

box lunches. 

Tim Cardin is at the field a number of times a week and 

weekends. He does see a handful of Scale Squadron 

Members, so I know some of us are active 

GO FLY!



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCALE SQUADRON OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

NEW         RENEWAL          Recommended by ____________________________________ DATE ___________ 
 
Name _________________________________________________ Spouse _____________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________ City __________________________________ 
 
State ______ Zip Code ____________--_______ Email ___________________________Birthday ___________ 
 
Home Phone _____________________ Work ______________Ext ______ Mobile _______________________ 
 
AMA#______________ FAA _____________ USSMA __________ FCC/Ham ____________ EAA __________ 

MODELING INFORMATION 
 

Years in R/C  ________     Modeling Level:        New          Intermediate          Expert          Need Help 
 
Interest Area:          WW1          WWII          Golden Age          Civilian          Vintage          Jets 
 
Private or Commercial Pilots License & Type Rating _____________________________________________ 
 
Are you interested in Scale Competition?     Yes          No          Would Require Assistance 
 
How did you hear about the Scale Squadron? __________________________________________________ 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Meeting Preferences. Check all areas that you would like to see at the monthly meetings 
 

How To          Videos          Guest Speakers          Scale Techniques          Scale Contest Prep 
 

Your Ideas ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you be willing to assist at Scale Squadron Events?     Yes          No          Maybe with Help 
 

Registration          Gate          Flight Line          Judging          Scoring          Cooking 
 
Comments 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICE: This information is only for the Scale Squadron Data Base and will not be shared or sold to any outside agencies. 

Your information may be used in a Scale Squadron Membership Guide available only to paid members. 

AMA Charter 1520 

Membership in the Scale Squadron is open to all AMA members who are interested in safe, formal, and informal 
flying, including the research, building and flying of Scale R/C Miniature Aircraft. Membership Annual Dues are 
$30.00 covering January 1 through December 31. Membership begins after verification of your current Academy of 
Model Aeronautics (AMA) Membership Card and receipt of Scale Squadron membership dues. Membership in the 
Scale Squadron includes a monthly newsletter and Squadron name tag. Meetings are the second Monday of  each 
month at 7:00pm. 



  
 

SCALE SQUADRON OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

Many people from all walks of 
life find it fascinating to 
produce a miniature working 
replica of a full-size object be 
it a doll house, sailing ship or 
operating steam locomotive. 
In our case it is our passion for 
Flying Machines that 
motivates the Scale Squadron. 
 
Our members have diversified 
interests in all facets of 
aviation history, from the first 
aircraft to fly at Kitty Hawk to 
the modern-day jet. 
Advancements in technology 
have provided us with ready-to 
fly kits, on-board cameras, in-
flight telemetry, multi-
cylinder engines as well as 
high powered miniature jet 
turbines that burn real jet fuel. 
Today as scale modelers we 
pursue nearly every possible 
aviation subject with the 
confidence that not only will 
our project be successful, but 

that it may outperform that of 
its scale counterpart. 
Squadron members delight in 
the pursuit of authenticity for 
scale projects. This requires 
research and documentation of 
specific aircraft and their 
variants. Many of the flying 
replicas thus created are of 
“Museum Quality” and our 
members take to the skies with 
these flying miniatures 
regularly and successfully. On 
the other hand, not every 
member makes a scale 
masterpiece. That’s OK too! 
Whatever pleases you is what 
counts. Whether you are kit-
bashing, volunteering at 
charity aviation events, or 
making molds from scratch for 
Scale Masters or AMA 
National Championship 
competition scale aircraft, 
Scale Squadron is a club that 
embraces all facets of scale 
aviation R/C modeling and the 
related community.  

Scale Squadron Club Meetings 
are held on the 2nd Monday of 
each month at the Green 
Valley Adult Clubhouse, 
17215 Los Jardines West (just 
north of Slater) in Fountain 
Valley, CA. The meetings start 
at 7PM and last about 2 hours. 
 
Our meetings throughout the 
year include the usual club 
business as well as Member 
Show & Tell, Modeling How-
To's, Aviation and Industry 
Presentations, 
and good ol' time social 
gathering to help enlighten and 
encourage our membership to 
push the boundaries in the art 
of Miniature Aircraft 
Replication. Like-minded 
visitors are always welcome. 
All members and visitors alike 
are encouraged to 
bring their latest scale models 
and projects! 

Advancing and Promoting the Hobby of Remotely 
Controlled Scale Miniature Aircraft 



 

ABOUT THE SCALE SQUADRON  

SCALE SQUADRON 
OF 

SOUTHERN 
CALIFORNIA 

 
Officially AMA 
Chartered on 

April 7th, 1977 

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN 

Scale  Modeling  is  the  accurate 
recreation  of  aircraft  in  aviation, 
from the early biplanes to the latest 
jets  of  the  21st  century.  Whether 
it’s  built  from  scratch,  a  kit  or  an 
ARF,  scale  modeling  strives  to 
recreate the airplane as historically 
accurate as possible. Paint schemes, 
rivets,  windshield  glass,  and  even 
pilots are 
faithfully  painted  and  built  to 
exacting  specifications.  The  end 
result  is  a  flying  recreation  of  the 
original full‐size airplane. 
 

Our members all have one common 
goal  ‐  to  share  their  knowledge  of 
aviation, aviation history, and scale 
modeling. 
 

Our monthly meetings are open to 
everyone,  and  often  feature  “how 
to” seminars on building and flying 
model aircraft. 
 
Each year the Scale Squadron hosts 
and  participates  in  numerous 
events,  with  the  overall  goal  of 
bringing  together  modeling 

enthusiasts from all over the world. 
Events  our  members  historically 
and perpetually attend are: 
 Top Gun 
 U.S. Scale Masters 
 Warbirds Over the Rockies 
 Arizona Electric Festival 
 Best in The West Jet Rally 
 One Eighth Air Force Fly‐in 
 Battle of the Builders 
 

The Scale Squadron also hosts their 
own  annual  event  known  as  The 
Scale  Squadron  Warbirds  and 
Classics.  This  year  will  be  the  9th 
year running of the Squadron event. 
 

The  Scale  Squadron  dates  back  to 
the  early  7O’s.  Harris  Lee,  Bert 
Baker  and  Bob  Olson  were  the 
original  founders  of  the  Scale 
Squadron  and  members  of  the 
Orange  Coast  RIC  Club.  Their 
interest  in  scale modeling  brought 
them  together  regularly  at  Lee’s 
home. The word soon got out, and 
their  numbers  quickly  grew.  Scale 
modeling  became  the  hottest  new 
interest within the R/C community. 

The first official scale modeling club 
was  formed  in  1973  with  events 
held at Mile Square Park. 
 

Scale modeling was in its infancy yet 
immensely  popular  as  attested  to 
by the large participation at each of 
their  events.  Harris  Lee  devised  a 
plan for sanctioning a series of local 
qualifiers  around  the  country  and 
then  having  a  fly‐off  to  determine 
the national  champion. Out of  this 
idea  the  U.S.  Scale  Masters  was 
started and is the premier scale 
competition  in  the  country  today. 
Pat  Potaga,  of  Scale  R/C.  Modeler 
Magazine,  helped  to  put  this 
program  on  the  map.  His  articles 
and front‐page color photos helped 
fuel the fire of scale modeling. The 
modeling  world  owes  these 
visionaries 
a debt of gratitude. Thank 
you  Bert  Baker,  Bob  Olson,  Jerry 
Ortega with special thanks to Harris 
Lee. 
 


