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pass.
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WARBIRDS & CLASSICS 2021

The Warbirds & Classics Event for 2021 is ON!
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A DAY AT THE FIELD

Flying activity at OCMA field has been a little 
light recently due to the SoCal Edison 
construction project that is now well under way. 
The Edison project requires a lot of full-scale 
helicopter operations and it’s not unusual for the 
Safety Officer to bring everyone down on short 
notice due to a flyover. But the weather has been 
too nice to prevent a few intrepid pilots from 
showing up and waiting for lulls in the chopper 
traffic.

When you do go out, remember that at this time 
of year, red flag warnings are not unusual and 
are often implemented with very little notice. If 
you’re wondering whether the field is open, 
check the OCMA website for current status.

Here are some guys who lucked out and got 
some great flights in.

Jamie Colley is a master at building scale aircraft of all kinds using just basic materials. Here he 
shows his de Havilland DH.89 Dragon Rapide and P-51 Mustang. The DH.89 is scratch-built from 
foam, carbon fiber, and a few other odds and ends. He said it all went together pretty easily except 
for those wheel pants. The P-51 is an ARF. Jamie said he thoroughly enjoys scale modeling but he 
prefers smaller models because they’re so much easier to produce and transport.

Nope, not a model. And when one of these bad 
boys flies through, everyone gets to shoot a 
practice landing.



 Scale Dimension | July 2021 Page 7

A Day at the Field

It’s not unusual to have visitors at the field but the 
four-legged kind enjoying a stroll across the take-
off end of the runway doesn’t happen very often.

Jack Cannon brought a fleet of large EDFs 
including a DeHavilland DH.112 Venom, Aero L-
39 Albatross, Lockheed T-33 Shooting Star, and 
Douglas A-4 Skyhawk. Jack has had the DH.112 
for 9+ years and he still thoroughly enjoys it. He’s 
been flying at OCMA field for a couple years and 
says he loves the field and the friendly people.

An interesting color scheme on the Albatross.

Jerry Rice’s big, beautiful Fairchild Republic A-10 Warthog (AKA Thunderbolt II) is amazingly well 
detailed and flys very nicely on its twin EDFs, according to Jerry. Unfortunately, he didn’t get much air 
time this day due to all the helicopter traffic.
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A Day at the Field

Tim Cardin flew his giant Fokker D.VII “Blues Brothers.” An interesting feature of this airplane is its 
electric starting system. Rather than flipping that giant prop to get the fan started, all Tim has to do is 
push a button and off he goes. He refers to the power system on this airplane as a “hybrid” that 
provides the best of both gas and electric. Tim is a terrific pilot and it’s always great fun watching him 
put his big birds through their paces.

Just another Thursday morning at OCMA 
field. If you’re not coming out because you 
think you might be lonely, think again!

Shop Stuff
From Model Airplane News magazine,
March 2009
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JUNE IS NATIONAL SAFETY MONTH

by Eric Puchalski

A little late on this but June was National 
Safety Month! In recognition of that, I 
thought it would be a good opportunity to 
review the AMA and OCMA safety programs 
to see how they are used and augmented for 
operations at OCMA field.

AMA’s Safety Code

AMA’s interest in safety goes all the way 
back to the early 1930’s when the AMA was 
founded. The main reason for establishing 
AMA in the first place was to create US 
national standards for model competitions 
and contests. Late in 1937 a special meeting 
was called specifically to develop a national 
safety code as well. The result was the very 
first Gas Model Safety Code. All AMA 
membership applicants signed the code and 
pledged to fly safely.

Over the years AMA’s safety program 
evolved as new and different model types and 
events came into existence. Initially, Free 
Flight was the main modeling activity. Control 
Line models soon appeared, followed by R/C. 
As would be expected, the safety program 
expanded to include these new types. As 
competitions began to include more specific 
activities within FF, CL, and R/C, a new safety 
standards review process was developed to 
help keep modelers safe while enjoying the 
hobby. This evolution continues today and 
has made it possible to adapt the safety code 
for helicopters, drones, turbines, FPV, and 
other specialties within each of the main 
groups.

The AMA Safety Committee recently 
completed a review and update of the AMA 
Safety Program, which was approved by the 
AMA Executive Council, and the 
latest version is posted on the AMA’s 
website.

OCMA’s Safety Code

OCMA operates the OCMA field at Black Star 
Canyon under agreements with the Orange 
County Parks & Recreation Department. While 
the field is in a fairly remote section of the 
foothills of the Santa Ana Mountains, the 
property belongs to the people of Orange

1

County. Gaining permission to use the land for 
an R/C airfield required several years of 
negotiations with the County and some 
concessions on how we operate our models.

OCMA has developed an additional safety code 
that augments the AMA’s Safety code and 
applies to all model operations at the OCMA 
field. These rules were part of the negotiations 
with the County and are part and parcel of the 
land use agreement between the County and 
OCMA. Violation of the rules and operating a 
model in an unsafe manner could result in the 
loss of the field.

All model operations are governed by both 
AMA and OCMA codes.

While OCMA has no specific and separate 
“safety rules,” document, the General Field Rules 
section of the OCMA Rules & Regulations has a 
number of safety-related components.

Use Common Sense

Wouldn’t it be great if it were just this easy?

What we generally refer to as “safety” with 
respect to operating our models is really “risk 
management and mitigation.” This means simply 
the analysis of what might go wrong and the 
application of practices to prevent bad outcomes 
before they ever happen.

We live our lives governed by the law of Cause 
and Effect. Not everyone has experienced every 
effect resulting from every cause. To fill in the 
gaps we rely on what we call “common sense.” 
Although it’s sometimes apparent that some 
people have a more ready supply than others, 
keep in mind that common sense in an individual 
is adjusted almost minute-by-minute as the 
individual gains experience.

(Continued next page)
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could adversely affect my ability to safely 
control the model.

 I will avoid flying directly over unprotected 
people, moving vehicles, and occupied 
structures.

 I will fly Free Flight (FF) and Control Line (CL) 
models in compliance with AMA’s safety 
programming.

 I will maintain visual contact of an R/C model 
aircraft without enhancement other than 
corrective lenses prescribed to me. When using 
an advanced flight system, such as an 
autopilot, or flying First-Person View (FPV), I 
will comply with AMA’s Advanced Flight System 
programming.

 I will only fly models weighing more than 55 
pounds, including fuel, if certified through 
AMA’s Large Model Airplane Program.

 I will only fly a turbine-powered model aircraft 
in compliance with AMA’s Gas TurbineProgram.

 I will not fly a powered model outdoors closer 
than 25 feet to any individual, except for 
myself or my helper(s) located at the flightline, 
unless I am taking off and landing, or as 
otherwise provided in AMA’s Competition 
Regulation.

 I will use an established safety line to separate 
all model aircraft operations from spectators 
and bystanders.

AMA National Model Aircraft Safety Code

AMA National Model Aircraft Safety Code

A model aircraft is a non-human-carrying device 
capable of sustained flight within visual line of 
sight of the pilot or spotter(s). It may not exceed 
limitations of this code and is intended 
exclusively for sport, recreation, education 
and/or competition. All model flights must be 
conducted in accordance with this safety code 
and related AMA guidelines, any additional rules 
specific to the flying site, as well as all applicable 
laws and regulations.

As an AMA member I agree:

 I will not fly a model aircraft in a careless or 
reckless manner.

 I will not interfere with and will yield the right 
of way to all human-carrying aircraft using 
AMA’s See and Avoid Guidance and a spotter 
when appropriate.

 I will not operate any model aircraft while I am 
under the influence of alcohol or any drug that

Shop Stuff
From R/C Report magazine, March 2009
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end of these rules. The north, south and 
east areas of our fly zone roughly bordered 
by the plateau and the areas south of the 
deadlines are no-fly zones.

g) Should an aircraft go down outside the club's 
flight boundaries, or beyond the fences, 
members must follow the procedure outlined 
in the appendix "Aircraft retrieval from 
protected habitat", also found on our website.

h) No alcohol consumption allowed at the field.
i) All pilots shall have their own fire 

extinguisher in the pit area in the designated 
places. Club fire extinguishers found in the 
lockbox are for emergency use only,

j) Absolutely no taxing of any aircraft of any 
size in the pit area.

k) No starting of engines in the pit area. Only 
use the designated areas near the taxi ways 
to start engines. This applies to all engine 
types including internal combustion and 
electric types whether propeller or fan driven. 
Turbines, whether fixed wing or rotary, are 
not allowed.

l) All aircraft must display, on the outside, the 
current FAA registration number.

m) Do not intentionally fly anywhere near any 
birds or other animals who inhabit our field. 
"Buzzing" animals is strictly forbidden,

n) Any flying considered unsafe, even if not 
mentioned in these rules is forbidden.

Orange County Modelers Association General 
Field Rules

All pilots must fly in a safe and orderly manner. 
Safe and orderly manner is defined as
follows but not limited to:

a) Flying north of the Flight Deadline at all 
times, with the exception of take-offs and 
landings. This Flight Deadline extends all the 
way across our flying field to the east and 
west. You cannot cross this line even if you 
are "way out" in either direction. This includes 
"hovering" which also must be done north of 
the Dead Line. All aerobatic flying, whether 
fixed or rotary wing, is to be done well 
beyond the Dead Line.

b) Announcing loud enough so all flyers present 
on the flight line can hear; all take-offs, 
landings, touch and goes. These are the only 
maneuvers that can cross to the south of the 
Deadline. Yelling "dead stick" gives that pilot 
the right of way. Do not enter the runway 
from the pit area unless you have observed a 
clear runway. If you don't look; you can't see.

c) All pilots must fly from one of the five "pilot 
stations" at all times. Do not fly from the taxi 
ways or the pit area and certainly not from 
the runway. This rule applies whether you are 
alone or in the presence of other pilots at the 
field.

d) If there are any full-scale aircraft, fixed wing 
or rotary, near the lake or on our side of the 
hills, you must land immediately. The field is 
then closed for all flight operations, fixed 
wing or rotary. However, if, and only if, a 
Field Marshall or Board Member is present, 
they have the authority to allow flying IF such 
aircraft is shut down, that is, no motors 
running, or rotation of rotors or running 
lights on.

e) There is no flying during "Red Flag" events.
f) The AMA Safety Code, as found in each issue 

of Model Aviation published each month, shall 
be enforced at all times and is considered 
part of these rules.

g) All pilots must observe the flight boundary 
area as depicted by the map appended at the 

OCMA General Field Rules

The following excerpt is from the OCMA’s 
general rulebook and covers safety rules for 
the field.

Shop Stuff
From Model Airplane News magazine, April 1992
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FAA REGISTRATION NUMBERS

by Eric Puchalski

When the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 was 
signed into law, it included a requirement to register 
for and obtain an FAA-issued registration number for 
our "drones." (Man, I hate that word!) As of early 2019 
the FAA has required that the operator's registration 
number appear on the outside of our aircraft. It cannot 
be hidden behind doors, hatches, wing saddles, etc., 
or be stuck to the instrument panel, floor, or anywhere 
else inside the cockpit. It does not have to be visible 
from above so it can be placed on the bottom of the 
fuselage or flying surfaces. There is no requirement 
that a specific font, size, or color be used.

A common complaint about adding the registration 
number to our scale models is that it will take away 
from the scale integrity of a model's finish. There are a 
couple ways to mitigate that. First, the rule does not 
say the application must be permanent. Photo 1 shows 
a good way to apply the number temporarily so it can 
easily be removed for static display. This is simply a 
piece of clear packing tape and a hand-written number. 
It can be applied at any convenient location on the 
model. If you're concerned about peeling paint when 
removing the label, try low-tack painter's masking tape 
(Photo 2). One thing to keep in mind if you use a 
Sharpie or other alcohol-based ink marker: nitro fuel 
and gasoline will remove the markings. You can 
prevent this by laying a second piece of clear tape over 
your writing. Photo 3 shows how you can also use an 
office label maker (e.g. Brother P-Touch) which will 
make a nice looking label that's easily removed.

Another way of hiding the number is basic 
camouflage. Since there are no specifications for font, 
color, or size you can use noncontrasting colors and 
small font sizes. Working with a computer graphics 
program makes this pretty easy. Photo 4 shows how 
you might do this with your next Cub project. After 
applying standard Cub Cadet Yellow (RGB 241,152,0) 
to the fuselage use a slightly different shade (e.g., RGB 
230,140,0) for the registration number. Use this with a 
small font (say, 8 point or so) to make decals and the 
result will be very difficult to see without it being 
pointed out.

If those methods appear to be cheating then you can 
incorporate the registration number into your final 
paint trim design. We've all done this on occasion with 
our AMA numbers. The FAA registration number is 
ridiculously long so it's a little harder to make 
inconspicuous but we're a pretty clever bunch and I'm 
confident we'll figure something out.
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NEW FAA REQUIREMENT: TRUST

by Eric Puchalski

One of the new requirements imposed by the 
FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 is that pilots 
and operators must prove that we understand 
the rules that govern the operation of our 
models in shared airspace. To provide this proof, 
the FAA has, in conjunction with the AMA, 
developed a knowledge and safety test that we 
must pass before we can legally fly our models.

Called The Recreational UAS Safety Test, or 
TRUST, the test is supposed to prove that we 
know how to safely operate our models is U.S. 
airspace. TRUST can only be administered by the 
FAA and selected test administrators. 
Fortunately, the AMA is an authorized test 
administrator.

Currently, the rule is that you only have to take 
the test once and you will not have to take it ever 
again. This, of course, is subject to change as 
things evolve. 

It's not clear when the test must be completed 
so it's probably a good idea to do it sooner 
rather than later. If you’re planning on attending 
any of the upcoming events, it’s probably a good 
idea to complete the test before you register.

Taking the test is free but, apparently it can 
only be done online via AMA's or FAA's website.

As with most government websites, response 
time is agonizingly slow. Even though the test is 
only 24 multiple choice questions, leave yourself 
about an hour to get through it.

The subject matter in the test has little to do 
with safe model aircraft operation and much to 
do with compliance with the FAA Reauthorization 
Act. For example, they won’t ask if it’s a good 
idea to tether your airplane when starting the 
engine but they will ask if you know how to 
determine whether you are about to fly in 
controlled airspace and what a CBO (Community 
Based Organization) is.

After you finish, you’ll receive a TRUST 
completion certificate that you should print or 
save electronically. You will be required to carry 
a copy of it with you anywhere you might be 
expected to show proof of FAA registration. This 
certificate is the only proof that you will have 
that you passed the test. The way the test 
process is designed, you will only have one 
opportunity to save the certificate. The FAA has 
decided that taking the test is anonymous and 
they will not keep a record of your completion. 
So if you lose your certificate you’ll need to 
retake the test. You will be expected to produce 
a copy of your certificate if asked by law 
enforcement or FAA personnel.

You can learn more and take the test at:

https://www.ModelAircraft.org/TRUST

Shop Stuff
From Model Airplane News magazine, July 1992

Shop Stuff
From Model Airplane News
magazine, July 1992
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Date
Host/
Location

Event/
Summary

Jul 28-Aug 1 Tri Valley RC Modelers
Santa Maria, CA

8th Annual Central Coast Giant Scale Fly-In
Giant Scale only (80in mono 60in bipe) until 1700. Jets, nite flying 
& 3D ok. Landing fee $25(includes pilots raffle & lunch on Sat) 
Dry camping $10 per night. 500 x 50 paved runway, shade 
canopy, pwr available in the pits. Santa Maria style BBQ Sat eve.

Aug 6-8 Scale Squadron
Irvine, CA

14th Annual Warbirds & Classics Scale Fun Fly
One of the premier scale events on the West Coast, hosted by the 
Scale Squadron of Southern California. Newly surfaced 600' 
runway. AMA membership & FAA registration marking on all 
models are required. Saturday lunch included for registered 
pilots. RV parking (no hook-ups). This is a high fire danger zone 
so absolutely NO open flame! Fire extinguisher required in your 
pit area. Commemorative T-shirts on sale on line and at the event. 
No turbines or drones.

Sep 17-19 Hemet Model Masters
Hemet, CA

SoCal USSMA Qualifier & Scale Meet
Early registration & practice on Friday. Static judging on Friday & 
Saturday at 9:00am. Flight rounds start at 9:00am on Saturday & 
Sunday. Lunch provided on Saturday. Turbines allowed with 
waiver. AMA membership required for all pilots.

Sep 18 National Association of 
Scale Aeromodelers

2021 NASA Raffle
Not exactly an “event” but well worth mentioning due to the 
terrific prizes being offered.

Oct 23-24 One Eighth Air Force One Eighth Fall Scale Event
(Dates are tentative, more info to follow)

Jan 28-30, 
2022

Sun Valley Fliers Winter Warbirds
(Dates are tentative, more info to follow)

Special Note Regarding Events
With the easing of restrictions brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic, many clubs and organizations 
are beginning to schedule model aircraft events. A list of upcoming scale events that are easily 
reachable from Southern California is included on the following pages. We encourage everyone to 
participate in as many of these events as possible in order to show support for clubs that have gone 
through the same difficulties that the Scale Squadron has experienced recently. Remember that when 
you attend any of these events, you are an ambassador of the Scale Squadron. Be sure to mention 
your affiliation with the Scale Squadron and represent us well! (Also, bring back lots of photos and get 
them off to Eric Puchalski so they can be included in the next newsletter.)

Errors & Omissions
If you see any errors in any of the information in this list or the flyers on the following pages, please 
contact Eric Puchalski or any of the members of the Scale Squadron Board of Directors. If your club is 
hosting a scale-themed event that’s not on this list, contact Eric to get the event added to the list. If you 
have flyers, an informational website, or online registration page we would be happy to include that in 
this section as well.
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WHO WE ARE

 

 

Advancing & Promoting the Hobby of Remotely
Controlled Scale Miniature Aircraft
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JOIN US!

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCALE SQUADRON OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

NEW         RENEWAL          Recommended by ____________________________________ DATE ___________ 
 
Name _________________________________________________ Spouse _____________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________ City __________________________________ 
 
State ______ Zip Code ____________--_______ Email ___________________________Birthday ___________ 
 
Home Phone _____________________ Work ______________Ext ______ Mobile _______________________ 
 
AMA#______________ FAA _____________ USSMA __________ FCC/Ham ____________ EAA __________ 

MODELING INFORMATION 
 

Years in R/C  ________     Modeling Level:        New          Intermediate          Expert          Need Help 
 
Interest Area:          WW1          WWII          Golden Age          Civilian          Vintage          Jets 
 
Private or Commercial Pilots License & Type Rating _____________________________________________ 
 
Are you interested in Scale Competition?     Yes          No          Would Require Assistance 
 
How did you hear about the Scale Squadron? __________________________________________________ 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Meeting Preferences. Check all areas that you would like to see at the monthly meetings 
 

How To          Videos          Guest Speakers          Scale Techniques          Scale Contest Prep 
 

Your Ideas ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you be willing to assist at Scale Squadron Events?     Yes          No          Maybe with Help 
 

Registration          Gate          Flight Line          Judging          Scoring          Cooking 
 
Comments 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICE: This information is only for the Scale Squadron Data Base and will not be shared or sold to any outside agencies. 

Your information may be used in a Scale Squadron Membership Guide available only to paid members.  

AMA Charter 1520 

Membership in the Scale Squadron is open to all AMA members who are interested in safe, formal, and informal 
flying, including the research, building and flying of Scale R/C Miniature Aircraft. Membership Annual Dues are 
$30.00 covering January 1 through December 31. Membership begins after verification of your current Academy of 
Model Aeronautics (AMA) Membership Card and receipt of Scale Squadron membership dues. Membership in the 
Scale Squadron includes a monthly newsletter and Squadron name tag. Meetings are the second Monday of  each 
month at 7:00pm. 


