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commanDer’S View

daughter and family and also (conveniently) in the 
trees on the 18th fairway. If all goes according to 
plan, that will happen around May or June of 2022. 
Now, the cat is out of the bag! So please consider 
who your new leadership will be. I will of course 
remain as past Commander on the board until 
such time I cannot be here, and the board will fill 
the gap. No tears or any of that stuff, just time to 
unload the work burden and do it to my schedule. 
Thanks to the electronic age and social media we 
will always be in touch.

Remember to bring your projects and progress 
projects to the meeting for Show & Tell. 
Remember those red tickets are for the free 
drawing for goodies at our Christmas Banquet. As 
Commander, I am doing the shopping for the 
raffle prizes this year and I guarantee that it will 
be worthwhile. The Christmas Party will replace 
our regular meeting night in December at the 
same location Monday, December 13, 2021. 
Please mark that in your calendar and Eric will 
make sure you know from ads in the newsletter.

Mike Greenshields will oversee the menu and as 
always, we try to accommodate special diets. 
Hopefully Mike will have an update for us at the 
meeting.

I will see you at the meeting and I have a few 
show and tells as well. I am looking forward to 
seeing all of you for a stellar turn out—and don’t 
forget those nominations!

We have some assorted size T-shirts left and 
they will be at the meeting along with the 
remainder of Squadron Polo and black shirts.

One more thing: OCMA and Scale Squadron 
annual membership dues are due in December. 
For more information, see Eric Puchalski’s column 
on Page 4 of this issue.

Stay healthy and fly!

Sam

Sam Wright, Commander
Commander@ScaleSquadron.com

We are creeping our way into November and it is 
hard to believe how time flies. Possibly due to 
being swamped with work, age, and life in general. 
That simply brings forth the thought of more time 
to enjoy life, such as charging batteries and 
getting to the flying field. I am guilty too and need 
to make some adjustments so that I can enjoy 
getting out in the fresh air, flying, and seeing 
everyone. I hope you will also realize that and do 
the same for your health and well-being along with 
love of this great hobby.

Hey, you need to read this closely: Nominations 
for the 2022 Squadron Board of Directors and 
Commander are coming up this month. Please 
put some thought in the leadership of our club 
and who you would like to nominate at the next 
meeting Monday, November 8th.

I personally have been Commander 3 times, Exec 
VP, Editor, Program Director for well over 25 and 
maybe more years. I believe change is good for an 
organization, with a new set of ideas and a fresh 
approach to some old issues. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed being your Commander, but this year I 
will need to decline. As some may know, we plan 
to pull the plug on California and move to our new 
home in Franklinton, NC. Just 15 miles north of 
Raleigh, NC. This will put us close to our other

Sam Wright
Commander

Make Model Aviation Great Again

mailto:Commander@ScaleSquadron.com
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eDiTor’S noTeS
District 10 VP Election

While I have your attention: Vote for Greg 
Stone for AMA District 10 VP! (See Greg’s 
statement on Page 18.) Ballots were mailed out 
from AMA in September. Fill out the postage-paid 
business card and drop it in the mail. You have 
until November 12 to put your vote in the mail. 
You can read campaign statements online. Ballots 
must be postmarked by November 12, 2021.

Free Flight Adventures

One of the best parts about being editor of the 
newsletter is that I get to write about things that 
interest me but still (generally) fall into the 
category of “R/C Scale.” This month, I have 
something that’s not technically R/C but it is 
scale. Starting on Page 5, I highlight my 
experiences while hanging out with a bunch of free 

flight modelers. Initially I didn’t think much of this 
as a good way to spend a day but in the end, I was 
blown away.

Dues Are Due

The end of the year brings holidays, family fun, 
days off work, and (because we live in SoCal) lots 
of bonus flying days. Unfortunately, it also brings 
the end of club membership cycles. Try these links 
to renew your membership for:

AMA, - This is, as always pretty simple. You’ll 
need to do this before you do most anything else 
since all the other organizations usually want to 
see AMA membership.

OCMA, - Remember that you must have a current 
AMA membership and FAA UAS registration 
number in order to renew your OCMA 
membership.

Scale Squadron - As with OCMA, you’ll need 
AMA and FAA registration numbers before you can 
renew.

Focke Wulfe Fw 190 A Project

Check out my story beginning on Page 12 
describing a project I’ve recently undertaken with 
Larry Wolfe. The goal is to complete a Focke Wulf 
Fw 190 A that a friend of Larry’s started and then 
had to set aside. I’m excited about learning from a 
modeling master and sharing progress reports as 
the work progresses. I’ll bring the bits and pieces 
along to the November Squadron meeting and give 
everyone an update.

Eric Puchalski
Newsletter Editor

Scale Practice Day

At the October Squadron meeting, Commander 
Sam Wright talked about the possibility of the 
Squadron hosting another "scale practice day" 
where pilots who have never competed in a judged 
event could try it out in a structured but 
noncompetitive environment. The Squadron has 
put these on in the past and they have always 
been well attended. The day consists of pilots 
showing up with a scale model, having it judged 
by experienced static judges, and then flying it. 
Flying is also judged as it would be in a "real" 
event. At the end of it all, pilots would be coached 
on how to improve their presentation and flight 
profiles. There are no prizes but there will be hot 
dogs and trimmings for everyone. If you think you 
would have any interest in such an event—either 
as a participant or organizer—contact any of the 
Squadron board members.

Scale Squadron Banquet

Mark your calendar for Monday, December 
13, 2021. This is the date for the 2021 Scale 
Squadron Banquet. See Commander Sam Wright’s 
column for details but this is one Squadron event 
you won’t want to miss!

Eric Puchalski, Editor
roadkill1954@gmail.com

https://www.modelaircraft.org/membership/renew
http://www.flyocma.com/Pages/Renewals.htm
https://www.scalesquadron.com/membership-application/
mailto:roadkill1954@gmail.com
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a Day aT ScamPS FielD
by Eric Puchalski

So, here we go again with my occasional (and well-
informed) companion Jack Guiso who thought it would be 
enlightening and expanding to see how other modelers 
interpret the word “scale.” Jack’s usually good for a Diet 
Coke so I figured I’d humor him just this once (more). I 
sometimes wonder how anyone can think a rubber 
powered model can possibly inspire anyone to a heart felt 
love of scale but Jack always seems to know know better 
than me when it comes to these philosophical discussions 
and, in the end, he usually provides a Diet Coke.

This day turned into an unexpected pleasure. Jack 
suggested that we go watch some free flight at the 
Southern California Antique Model Plane Society 
(SCAMPS) field in Perris, just to see what’s up. I wasn’t 
expecting much; maybe a bunch of guys who like the way 
full-sized airplanes look so they build rubber-powered 
lookalikes. How hard is that, right?

I came into the day a little skeptical, thinking we were 
going to look at a bunch of models that might look like 
airplanes (fuselage, wings, empennage, landing gear, etc.) 
but weren’t really model airplanes. I came out of the day 
totally blown away!

That Was a Competition??!?

To begin with, I didn’t even know we were at a 
competition until on the way home when I asked Jack why 
pilots were showing up at the central table to write stuff on 
a couple clipboards. He said (I’m paraphrasing here) “Oh, 
yeah, they fly their flights, write down their times, and at 
the end of the day, they see who won.”

Same Thing, But Different

It turns out that FF and R/C couldn’t be more different 
and at the same time, more alike. We build R/C airplanes to 
be aerodynamically and mechanically perfect so they'll fly 
in a straight line and respond appropriately to the signals 
we send them. Our models are, in essence, tethered to us 
via radio signals. FF planes, on the other hand, are built to 
fly themselves without any direction from the ground other 
than body English. All control responses are built into the 
model and can’t be updated during flight. Once a FF 
airplane is launched, the builder becomes a spectator just 
like everyone else.

I came away from this day with two main impressions: 
First, these guys are superb builders and extremely 
knowledgeable about the mechanics of flight. They have

Photo 1: Mike Mulligan starting the winding process for his 
MIG-3 Russian fighter.

Photo 2: Closer view of Mike Mulligan’s MIG-3.

Photo 3: Mike’s MIG-3 taking to the sky on an official flight.

Photo 4: Roger Willis’ Comper Swift ready for static judging. 
Documentation requirements are just as stringent for FF 
models as for R/C.



 Scale Dimension | November 2021 Page 6

.

A Day at SCAMPS Field

to be to trust their work to the vagaries of wind and 
thermals.

Second, they are way more hands-on with their airplanes 
than most of us R/C flyers are with ours. When we show up 
at the field with one of our R/C masterpieces, we assemble 
the airplane, check everything, add fuel or batteries, and 
that's about the last time we touch anything until we carry 
the plane to the flightline. These guys, on the other hand 
are constantly tinkering. Whether it's adjusting engines, 
changing rubber motors, tweaking wing shapes, modifying 
shims, adjusting timers, or any of a dozen other things that 
can affect a flight, you rarely see anyone without an 
airplane in their hands.

All in all, I see how free flight can have a peculiar appeal 
for a particular type of person.

The Competition

Photos 1 – 3 show Mike Mulligan’s very nice Mikoyan-
Gurevich MiG-3. This was the first outing for this model 
and Mike spent a considerable amount of time trimming 
and testing before he made any official flights.

Photos 4 – 6 are of Roger Willis’ 24” Comper C.L.A.7 
Swift. The Swift is a British single-seat sporting aircraft 
produced by the Comper Aircraft Company in the 1930s. 
Roger’s model has a 24” wingspan and weighs in at 50 
grams, (that’s 1.7 ounces) ready to go. Roger has gone to 
as much trouble as anyone can to document his unusual 
model to make sure he scores all the points possible for 
static. Later in the day, he showed how his Comper also 
does very well in the flying part of the competition. With 
only a 2/3 wind load, he managed a 3:00 flight which was 
enough to make him completely happy.

Scale Was Only Part of It

So... scale is an interesting area of modeling but I was 
astonished at the amount of time people spent on making 
their airplanes perform as they want. Photos 7-9 show Phil 
Ronney during the starting, launching, and landing of his 
Champion 600. (Yeah, I know it’s not a scale model but 
some of us could learn a lot from Phil.) He had his model 
trimmed so that he could launch it, watch it climb out, 
circle after the engine went out, and land; all within about 
25’ of where he started!

Unfortunately, I can’t provide specifics on who won what 
classes at this event for a couple reasons; First, as I said, I 
didn’t even know I was at an “event” until I was on my way 
home, and second, I don’t know enough about free flight

Photo 8: Phil Ronney launching his Champion 600.

Photo 5: Roger Willis and his Comper Swift.

Photo 6: Roger’s Comper Swift climbing out on an official 
flight.

Photo 7: Phil Ronney starting up his Champion 600.
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classes and categories to break this into something 
meaningful. What I do know is that I’m more than a bit 
humbled by the knowledge that there are a lot of people 
out there who know way more than I do about something I 
thought I knew a lot about.

I’m sorry to say that I didn’t get all the information I 
could have about who was flying what but I’ll certainly be 
more thorough next time. (Yes, there will be a next time.)

I’m grateful to the SCAMPS for helping me gain a much 
better appreciation for this amazing area of aeromodeling.

A Day at SCAMPS Field

Unknown competitor launching his rubber powered 
Gollywock early in the day. This was just too pretty a picture 
to resist.

Hal launching the Blue Flame.

Photo 9: Phil’s Champion 600 landing all by itself, right there 
so he doesn’t even have to go get it. You can’t tell from this 
photo but that tire lying in the dirt was about 20’ from where 
Phil launched the Champion.

Two guys (so sorry, but I didn’t get their names) doing the 
“discus launch glider dance.” These guys can put their 
models 200 feet in the air with just human arm power.

Hal Cover prepping his Blue Flame for another official flight. 
Hal designed this airplane over 60 years ago and recently 
built this model from his original plans.

Roger Willis “powering up” his Jimmie Allen model. This is 
not a scale model but it certainly looks like it could be.

Roger Willis’ Jimmie Allen model floating by and looking 
terrific!
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ocTober SquaDron meeTing
Commander Sam Wright made short work of the normal business items at the October meeting as 

well as a couple new business items. Tim Cardin provided an OCMA update including some of the 
recent discussions with the County. Sam also reminded everyone that the December Squadron 
meeting will be committed to the annual Christmas Party. See Sam’s column (Page 3) for more 
details on this really fun event.

Before taking a short break and getting into Show & Tell, Sam reminded everyone that with so many 
presentations at recent meetings (there were seven this particular evening), presenters need to keep 
their talk to 10 minutes or less. Everyone agreed and (most) everyone complied.

It was nice to see Larry Casey again and he 
brought along a set of foam cores for wings that 
he and his wife cut some time ago. He reminded 
everyone that the cutting process goes much 
easier with two people but it needs to be carefully 
coordinated to make sure both people end their 
cuts at the same time. He also emphasized the 
importance of reinforcing the core with carbon 
fiber or some other method to make sure it can 
stand expected (and unexpected!) flight loads.

Mike Greenshields brought his venerable Das 
Ugly Stik that he originally built while he was in 
college. Since that time, the airframe has been 
used as a test bed for many engines of all makes 
and sizes. The model still has its original covering! 
In its current configuration, the Stik has an SH .55 
2-stroke glow engine that runs on gas. These 
engines have been specially engineered to be 
inexpensive, drop-in alternatives to standard glow 
engines. With the cost of glow fuel in the $30s per 
gallon, having an easy-to-use engine of 
comparable power and size is a great alternative.
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It’s always interesting to see what Jaime Colley 
has up his sleeve and this month he showed his 
F4U-4 Corsair that started life as an Arrows ARF 
from Hobby Zone. Jaime described how he scraped 
off most of the original finish and then got to 
work making the model look like it spent a good 
portion of its life deployed in the Korea theater of 
operations. Jaime chose to replicate the markings 
of Marine Fighter Attack Squadron 323 (VMFA-
323) "Death Rattlers" that operated in Korea from 
1950-1953. He described the method he uses for 
simulating chipped paint where metal is “exposed” 
(using a silver Sharpie) and the finer paint 
weathering on leading edges (silver paint and a 
scrubber pad). Jaime said he still needs to add 
rocket racks to complete the Korea-era armament 
configuration of the Corsair. He said after all the 
work he gets five minute flights which leaves 40% 
reserve battery.

Larry Wolfe has been making good progress on 
his Grumman F9F-4 Panther. This is not his first 
rodeo with the Panther and he says this time it will 
be 100% scale. In doing recent research Larry 
discovered a couple errors on the plans he's been 
using for his other builds. He's straightened those 
out for this iteration.

This project is actually the prototype for a new 
kit version that will soon be available through Jet 
Hangar Hobbies.

He's currently finishing the fin, rudders, and 
elevators. Larry also demonstrated the clever 
latching mechanism he came up with of the rear 
fuselage hatch. When complete, the model will be 
a single piece model and he expects it to perform 
nicely on a 90MM EDF.

October 2021 Squadron Meeting
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Michelle Nolan is a regular at OCMA Field but 
this was her first Squadron meeting. She brought 
along her Lockheed T-33 Shooting Star in Boeing 
Logistics livery. The aircraft she modeled (N109X) 
was used by Boeing as a chase plane for various 
airliner test flights. Boeing had several of these 
but recently retired them in favor of A-4 Skyhawks. 
Michelle's model originated as a Freewing T-33 
Shooting Star in German Luftwaffe markings. She 
sanded off most of the German markings (several 
gasps from the crowd here), put down a few coats 
of Krylon white, and sealed everything with a 
Krylon clear coat. A trip to Callie Graphics 
produced the Boeing markings. She demonstrated 
the LED navigation lights she added and said they 
really help a lot when the airplane gets out in the 
distance with the hills behind it. The T-33 is 
powered by an 80MM EDF and Michelle gets 3.5 
minute flights with lots of battery to spare.

Gene Serrano is another long-time modeler who 
was attending a Squadron meeting for the first 
time. He brought along a work in progress four-
blade propeller he’s assembling for a P-51 
Mustang kit. Gene said he wasn’t happy with the 
commercial options available for the Mustang 
prop so he’s producing a perfect scale version of 
the right size using a 3D printer. He said the 3D 
printed version looks great but it’s not os strong 
as the commercially available products (not a 
problem for his application) and the prop blades 
may be subject to flattening at high speed. Some 
experimenting is in order but so far, he’s happy 
with the results. Gene is an expert pilot who has 
been competing in pattern since the 1970s. He 
also enjoys scale, and the combination of skills 
from those two disciplines make him a very 
realistic pilot and a lot of fun to watch him fly.

October 2021 Squadron Meeting
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David Coe brought along several pattern ships 
and talked about his appreciation for the “old 
school” models. He likes to buy up old airframes 
“that look like airplanes” and convert them to 
electric power. He talked about how he has 
developed a standard power configuration and 
approach to his conversion projects. He has 
several pattern models but since they’re all 
roughly the same size, weight, and performance, 
he makes the equipment configuration (motors, 
props, batteries, ESC) interchangeable. This allows 
him to focus on the installation and tuning of the 
equipment without spending a lot of time trying to 
figure out what components to use.

David took this opportunity to remind everyone 
of the dangers of propellers on these larger 
electric models. He emphasized the importance of 
using safety devices such as power shunts to 
prevent unintentional startups and to protect 
everyone while the airframes are being handled.

Finally, David got everyone’s attention with a YS 
Engines DZ170 four-stroke glow engine. This 
engine was developed with a true fuel pump and 
was intended for aerobatics competition and large 
IMAC style aircraft.

October 2021 Squadron Meeting

by Eric Puchalski

A couple months ago I was looking for one of my favorite 
wood working tools (a Little Giant razor plane) when I sadly 
realized that it was not going to be found. I’ve used this guy for 
40+ years and it was one of those tools that just feels “right”; it 
becomes an extension of your hand when you need it. I tried an 
X-Acto plane but couldn’t get the hang of it. Master Airscrew 
promised to have the perfect plane—they didn’t.

But one day while walking through a swap meet, the clouds 
opened up for a brief moment and a ray of golden sunshine fell 
on a spot on a table full of random tools. And there it was: A 
Little Giant Razor Blade Planer! The price: 50¢? Are you 
kidding me?!!?! It was a little rough (Photos 1 & 2) but a few 
minutes with a Dremel wire wheel, a couple coats of Rust-
Oleum, and a few strokes of 320 grit on a flat surface fixed that 
(Photos 3 & 4). There are certain jobs where there is no 
replacement for this tool. Shaping leading and trailing edges,
blending balsa blocks in a cowl, shaving down high spots in
sheeting, and tons of other applications where precision material removal is required. The shavings in 
Photo 5 are only .004” thick! I was fortunate to find a replacement for my beloved Little Giant and I’m very 
happy to be putting it to work.

1 2

3 4

5 6

50¢ Miracle Find
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eric PuchalSki’S Fw 190 a ProjecT
by Eric Puchalski

Since I retired last December, it appears I’ve fallen in with 
some bad company. A few weeks ago I talked with AMA 
HoF’er Larry Wolfe who had an interesting proposition: He 
said he had a partially completed model of a Focke-Wulf 
Fw 190 A “Würger” (or “Butcher Bird”) that a friend of his 
had started but never completed. When the friend stopped 
working on the model it went (not very carefully) into 
storage for a number of years. Larry said it would “need 
some restoration” before it could be completed.

Larry approached me about this project because for the 
past several years I’ve been working with a group of people 
who like to solve technical problems and build models and 
other things. This is the Black Star Builders that some of 
you have dropped in on occasionally. We get together on 
the fourth Monday of every month for a few hours to 
gossip and talk about projects (mostly airplanes but lots of 
other things, too), tools, techniques, materials, suppliers, 
and pretty much whatever else we want. It’s like a three 
hour show and tell every month.

Anyway, Larry thought the Fw 190 would be a great 
project for a group like the Black Star Builders to work on 
as a team build. While we didn’t get an overwhelming 
response from the Builders, the project did pique my 
interest and I agreed to take it on as a personal project. 
While I won’t refuse anyone who wants to contribute to this 
project, I expect I’ll be doing most of the hands-on work 
with Larry standing by as coach.

Project Goals

I’m a Vintage, WWI, and Golden Age fan and I know very 
little about WWII aviation science, warbirds, fabrication 
techniques, mechanical stuff (retracts), etc. This, however, 
is the primary attraction for me. I’d like to learn more 
about construction techniques and operational 
requirements of the more advanced post-Golden Age 
airplanes. What better way to do that than to collaborate 
with a guy like Larry Wolfe?

In addition to the scientific aspect, the type of modeling 
I’ve done up to now is not particularly sophisticated with 
respect to building materials, finishing, markings, and 
other details. For the most part, I can get through a project 
using just balsa, plywood, sticks and sheets, household 
latex paint, and very simple insignia. This project will take 
me out of my comfort zone in a number of areas and I’m 
looking forward to working with fiberglass, pneumatics, 
hidden actuator systems, modern painting systems, more

Photo 1: Here’s an idea of the general condition and 
completeness of the model. All the major components are 
there but there’s still a lot of work to be done.

Photo 2: Notice how the contours of the rudder and 
elevator stampings are highlighted, but that’s not the 
way they appear on the full-scale airplane.

Photo 3: Dried masking tape gum on the canopy gives some 
idea of the amount of time the model was in storage.

Photo 4: A look at the cowl and machine gun cover (and 
some of the accumulated dust and dirt).

https://www.blackstarbuildersforums.com/
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Eric Puchalski’s Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A Project
 complex aerodynamic controls, etc.

We’re going to finish building this model and then 
campaign it in whatever scale events we can find in SoCal, 
AZ, and Southern NV including Scale Masters. (Heck, if Sam 
can take 2nd place at the Hemet Scale Masters Qualifier 
after landing upside down, I think I should be able to score 
something.)

Current State

The first step was to assess the current state of the model 
to determine what’s been done up to now and what will 
have to be redone. The bigger question of what remains to 
be completed will have to wait until we can figure out what 
version of the Fw 190 A we want to build, and what level of 
scale we want to achieve.

The model was obviously built from a kit but we have yet 
to determine which one. The fuselage is a two-piece 
fiberglass assembly with some panel lines moulded in. 
There is also a nicely-fitting fiberglass cowl and fiberglass 
gun cover (Photo 4). The 64.5” wing and all control 
surfaces are built up from balsa and plywood and were 
covered with lightweight fiberglass. The entire exterior has 
been primed but not sanded or finish painted. An engine 
has been installed (ASP .61 two-stroke glow) but it’s frozen 
(Photo 10). That’s not a problem since we’ll be replacing it 
with a comparable four-stroke or gas engine for the better 
sound and cleaner operation. (Yes, I know we could go 
electric but I’m not quite ready to go that far outside my 
comfort zone!)

One of the things Larry and I agree on is that the 
elevators, rudder, and ailerons will need to be redone to 
more accurately reflect the way a stamped aluminum frame 
covered in fabric should be presented. (See Photo 2.) A trip 
to Planes of Fame at Chino should resolve any questions 
about that since they have one of these out there.

Photo 3 gives a clue to the amount of time that the 
model was in storage. The discoloration on the canopy is 
dried gum from blue painter’s tape that had been used to 
mask the clear parts of the canopy before primer was 
applied to the fuselage. The tape had never been removed 
and the result was a dried mess of caked on gum 
remnants. The gunk made it impossible even to see 
whether the cockpit had been finished before the canopy 
was glued on. It turns out the plastic canopy under the 
dried gum is also discolored significantly which will 
probably require a new canopy be located or fabricated.

At first glance the wing appears to be almost finished

Photo 5: I pulled two of these mud wasp nests from the 
interior of the fuselage.

Photo 6: A very roomy fuselage.

Photo 7: Wing appears fairly complete but will require some 
rework to finish it off.

Photo 8: Aileron and flap servos, and pneumatic retract 
connections.
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Eric Puchalski’s Focke-Wulf Fw 190 A Project

(Photo 7). As mentioned earlier it’s built up from balsa and 
plywood and at this point the control surfaces and landing 
gear are installed. A single servo drives both ailerons 
through a conventional bellcrank system while another 
servo controls the split flaps using a 180o servo (Photo 8). 
We’ll need to determine whether this configuration should 
be changed to use separate servos for each control surface. 
Landing gear retracts are pneumatic and are installed 
(Photo 9). The wheels can be made to go up and down by 
hand but the retracts and pneumatics will need R&R.

Fuselage Breakdown

I decided to start by breaking down the fuselage as far as 
I could. I won’t go through all the steps here but it turned 
out I could break it down pretty far since most of the glue 
had dried and cracked or separated. Photo 11 shows the 
bits and pieces I had when I was done. I’ll cover both the 
fuselage and wing breakdown steps in the next installment.

General Plan

Just to give you a general idea of the approach we’re 
taking on this project, here’s a general outline of what 
we’re doing:

 Break down the fuselage components and make 
replacements where necessary.

 Select and install a radio.

 Select and install a four-stroke or gas engine.

 Agree on the airframe version and acquire 
documentation.

 Prepare cockpit details.

 Locate or make a new canopy.

 Decide on control systems for ailerons and flaps.

 Break down the wing and make new parts where 
necessary. This includes R&R retract assemblies and 
overhaul and test of pneumatic cylinders.

 Prime, sand, fill, repeat as necessary.

 Finish paint and markings until it looks like Photo 12.

Wrap Up for This Month

I’ll be working on this project for at least a couple 
months and I’ll provide updates for as long as it makes 
sense. If you have any suggestions, comments, 
observations, or advice, please don’t be shy about sharing 
them. I come from a large family with lots of kids and it 
takes a lot to hurt my feelings.

‘Til next month...

Photo 10: Engine installation is conventional but this ASP .61 
will be replaced in the completed model.

Photo 11: Bits and pieces comprising the fuselage.

Photo 12: Like everyone else who has ever built a scale 
model, I have a picture in my head of what this one will look 
like when it’s done. With any luck, it’ll at least resemble this.

Photo 9: Pneumatic retracts are installed but will need to be 
serviced due to age and accumulated dust.
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a Day aT The FielD

OCMA Field Rules Reminders

Tim Cardin (OCMA President) and Ed Woodson 
(OCMA Safety Officer) recently sent out a 
reminder that many of the flight rules put in 
place at OCMA Field are part of our lease 
agreement with the County. Tim and Ed have 
noticed that some of the rules are routinely 
being ignored or outright broken. As a reminder 
to everyone, breaking of even a minor rule can 
result in expulsion from the club and loss of all 
flight privileges for an individual member. 
Breaking of some of the major rules can result in 
the cancellation of our lease agreement by the 
County and the complete loss of the field!

Some specific areas that Tim and Ed say need 
to be addressed include:

 Know the pattern. Fly north of the deadline 
at all times except for takeoff, landings, and 
touch and goes. No flying directly over the 
runway.

 Proper takeoff. Do not rotate or takeoff until 
you have crossed the “rotate line” that 
crosses perpendicular to the runway. Take 
off in the direction of the runway centerline, 
either right to left or left to right depending 
on the wind direction. Never take off across 
the runway.

 Recharging batteries. Recharge batteries 
outside of any and all vehicles.

 Flight boundaries. Stay within our flight 
boundaries as depicted on the map in the 
field bulletin board. Call the phone number if 
you need to retrieve downed aircraft over the 
fence surrounding the flight boundaries.

 Speed limit. Observe the 25 MPH speed limit 
on Haul Road between the outside gate at 
Santiago Canyon Road and the inside gate at 
the field entrance. Once inside the field 
entrance, the speed limit is 5 MPH

If you are not familiar with the rules mentioned 
here or with some of the things mentioned 
above, you are strongly encouraged to review the 
OCMA flight boundaries map and field rules 
posted in the field bulletin board. They are also 
available on the OCMA website at:

http://flyocma.com/home/OCMA%20rules%2
01-22-20.pdf

Also, all models must display the pilot’s FAA 
registration number (found on your OCMA 
badge) on the outside of your aircraft. Field 
Marshalls will soon be conducting checks for this 
number and those without one will lose their 
flying privileges for the day.

In a big bird face-off, Tim Cardin’s Boeing 737 Max 8 “Salmon-Thirty-Salmon” goes nose-to nose 
with Jerry Rice’s Boeing B777-FS2 in FedEx “Panda Express” livery. Tim and Jerry really impressed 
the onlookers with some formation flying with these two birds.
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A Day at the Field

Steve Garcia acquired this Clipped Wing Cub 
from Squadron member Anand Patel and it soon 
became one of his favorites. It’s powered by a 
Zenoah G26 which makes it look like a Cub should 
in the air. Color scheme is very easy to pick out 
against the hills in the background or the sky.
Steve has owned this airplane for a few years but 
he flys it like it's been his for ever.

Yuliy Lieb did an impressive job flying his 
Fairchild Republic A-10 Thunderbolt II. The 
Warthog is powered by a pair of 90MM FMS fans 
which supply plenty of power for realistic flight. 
Yuliy says the model is a challenge to fly and 
requires constant attention. Landings in particular 
are a handful.
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A Day at the Field

Ed McCormick’s Fairchild PT-19 is a beautiful 
rendition of this classic USAAF primary trainer. 
The full-size plane was also used by the British 
RAF and Canadian RCAF during World War II for 
basic pilot flight training. Ed likes to fly this model 
in a realistic manner, including scale aerobatics 
that were typical for the full-size prototype.

Joe Trama brought out his very nice DLE 20 
powered Stinson Reliant from Phoenix Models for 
its maiden flight. The flight produced some 
impressive maneuvers, most of which were 
unintentional as the model was vastly out of trim. 
Joe managed it for a while and then turned it over 
to Tim Cardin for some final tweaks. This is a 
beautiful model that looks great in the air.
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monThly meeTing nighT

Monday
November 8, 2021

7:00pm

The November 2021 
Meeting is On!

Directions from the South:
➔ From I-405 North, exit at Euclid
➔ Turn Left onto Euclid at the offramp
➔ Turn Left onto Slater
➔ Go past Los Jardines East
➔ Turn Right at the light onto Los Jardines West

The Clubhouse is on the right about a half block 
past the school on the left.

Directions from the North:
➔ From I-405 South, exit at Brookhurst North
➔ Merge onto Brookhurst and turn Right onto 

Slater
➔ Turn Left onto Los Jardines West

The Clubhouse is on the right about a half block 
past the school on the left.

We’ll have a bunch of things to talk about and we’re expecting lots of Show & Tell 
presentations. Don’t forget that Squadron membership renewals are due in December. 
You’ll be able to do that at the meeting, online at the Squadron’s website, or by using the 
application on the last page of the Scale Dimension newsletter.

Keep in mind that visitors are always welcome so don’t be shy about bringing someone. This 
will be the last chance to bring anything for Show & Tell and pick up raffle tickets for special 
prizes to be raffled off at the Squadron Annual Banquet in December 2021.

Meeting location is the Green Valley Adult Clubhouse. The address is:

17250 Los Jardines West
Fountain Valley, CA  92708
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uPcoming eVenTS
Special Note Regarding Events
A list of upcoming scale events that are easily reachable from Southern California is included here. We 
encourage everyone to participate in as many of these events as possible in order to show support for 
clubs that have gone through the same difficulties that the Scale Squadron has experienced recently. 
Remember that when you attend any of these events, you are an ambassador of the Scale Squadron. 
Be sure to mention your affiliation with the Scale Squadron and represent us well! (Also, bring back lots 
of photos and get them off to Eric Puchalski so they can be included in the next newsletter.)

Errors & Omissions:
If you note any errors in any information in this list or the flyers on the following pages, please 
contact Eric Puchalski or any of the members of the Scale Squadron Board of Directors. If your 
club is hosting a scale-themed event that’s not on this list, contact Eric to get the event added to 
the list. If you have flyers, an informational website, or online registration page we would be 
happy to include that in this section as well.

Date Host & Location Event & Summary

Nov 13 Las Vegas R/C Club
Las Vegas, NV

Las Vegas Fall Warbird Fly-In
Warbird Fly-In event. Prizes, food available. Come have fun with 
us at Bennett Field on our newly repaved runway.

Nov 27-28 Tucson R/C Club
Tucson, AZ

Tucson Winter Scale Classic 2021
Scale fly-in & model swap meet. $40 Landing Fee, must have 
current AMA. Camping but no hook-ups. Registration 8:00AM, 
flying 9:00AM – 4:00PM both days.

Jan 28-30, 
2022

Sun Valley Fliers Winter Warbirds
(Dates are tentative, more info to follow)

Mar 18-20, 
2022

One Eighth Air Force
Las Vegas, NV

Gunsmoke 2022
Overnight parking available Thursday - Saturday night, call to 
reserve a spot. Trailers can be left overnight, security by club. All 
classes will be judged. $40 entry. Static Friday - Saturday AM

Nov 5-7 Delta Valley Modelers
Lodi, CA

13th Annual Jet Rally in the Valley
Hosted by Delta Valley Modelers at Kingdon Airpark in Lodi, CA. 
RVs are welcom, dry hookups only. Event shirt & steak dinner 
included with registration. Lunch provided Friday & Saturday. 
Early arrivals welcomed..

Remember the Microhenrys...

http://www.lvrc.club/
https://www.modelaircraft.org/events/las-vegas-fall-warbird-fly
https://www.trccclub.org/
https://www.modelaircraft.org/events/tucson-winter-scale-classic-0
https://www.modelaircraft.org/club/one-eighth-air-force
https://www.modelaircraft.org/events/gunsmoke-2022
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjI7a6c3__zAhXwFjQIHQdECRsQFnoECAsQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.deltamodelers.org%2F&usg=AOvVaw2bz0dVl3GmEDJSUeApjOBs
https://www.modelaircraft.org/events/13th-annual-jet-rally-valley
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who we are

second Monday of each 
month at:

Green Valley Adult Clubhouse
17215 Los Jardines West
Fountain Valley, CA.

Meetings start at 7:00PM 
and last about 2 hours.

Our meetings throughout 
the year include the usual club 
business as well as Member 
Show & Tell, Modeling How-
Tos, Aviation and Industry 
presentations, and good ol' 
time social gathering to help 
enlighten and encourage our 
membership to push the 
boundaries in the art of 
Miniature Aircraft Replication. 
Visitors are always welcome. 
All members and visitors alike 
are encouraged to bring their 
latest scale models and 
projects!

Many people from all walks 
of life find it fascinating to 
produce a miniature working 
replica of a full-size object, be 
it a doll house, sailing ship, or 
operating steam locomotive. 
In our case it is our passion 
for flying machines that 
motivates Scale Squadron 
members.

Today as scale modelers we 
pursue nearly every possible 
aviation subject with the 
confidence that not only will 
our project be successful, but 
that it may well outperform 
that of its full-scale counter-
part.

Squadron members delight in 
the pursuit of authenticity for 
scale projects. This requires 
research and documentation 
of specific aircraft and their 
variants.

Advancing & Promoting the Hobby of Remotely
Controlled Scale Miniature Aircraft

Many of the flying replicas 
thus created are of Museum 
Quality and our members take 
to the skies with these flying 
miniatures regularly and 
successfully.

On the other hand, not 
everyone wants to make a 
scale masterpiece. That's OK, 
too! Whatever pleases you is 
what counts. Whether you are 
kitbashing, volunteering at 
charity aviation events, or 
making molds from scratch 
for Scale Masters or AMA 
National Championship 
competition scale aircraft, 
Scale Squadron is a club that 
embraces all facets of scale 
aviation R/C modeling and the 
related community.

Scale Squadron Club 
Meetings are held on the
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join uS!

Membership Requirements
Membership in the Scale Squadron is open to 

all Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) 
members who are interested in safe formal and 
informal flying, including the research, building, 
and flying of Scale R/C Miniature Aircraft.

Membership Annual Dues are $30.00 covering 
January 1 through December 31. Membership 
begins after verification of your current AMA 
membership card, your FAA Small UAS Certificate 
of Registration, and receipt of Scale Squadron 
membership dues.

The Scale Squadron Board reserves the right to 
deny or delay new membership approval.

Membership Benefits
Membership in the Scale Squadron includes:

 A subscription to the Scale Dimension 
monthly online newsletter.

 Squadron membership card and name tag.
 Advance notice of scale aircraft events.
 Annual Holiday Banquet for members and 

one guest.

Membership Meetings
Meetings are the second Monday of each 

month at 7:00pm. The December meeting 
includes the Annual Holiday Banquet and raffle 
drawings for anyone who presented a topic at 
any of the monthly meetings.

See the Who We Are secion of this issue for 
details on the meeting location.

How to Join
If all this sounds like something you would like 
to be a part of, you can join us in a couple ways:

1. See the last page of this issue for a 
membership application. Fill out the form and 
submit it along with the required supporting 
documents.

2. Use the Online Form on the Squadron’s 
website to provide basic information and pay 
the membership dues. A copy of the online 
form will be sent to you via amail. Print this 
out and submit it with the required 
supporting documents. 

How to Submit Your Application
All membership application submissions must 
include:

 A hard copy of the membership application 
form

 If the membership dues were not paid 
online then include a check for $30.00 
made payable to “Scale Squadron.” Dues are 
not prorated if you join after January 1.

 A photocopy of your AMA membership card
 A photocopy of your FAA Small UAS 

Certificate of Registration

Mail these to:

Scale Squadron Membership
PO Box 8074
Fountain Valley, CA 92728

You will receive your membership card and 
instructions for how to obtain your key to the 
OCMA field by return mail in about a week.

https://www.scalesquadron.com/membership-application/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scale SquaDron oF SouThern caliFornia

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

NEW         RENEWAL          Recommended by ____________________________________ DATE ___________ 
 
Name _________________________________________________ Spouse _____________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________ City __________________________________ 
 
State ______ Zip Code ____________--_______ Email ___________________________Birthday ___________ 
 
Home Phone _____________________ Work ______________Ext ______ Mobile _______________________ 
 
AMA#______________ FAA _____________ USSMA __________ FCC/Ham ____________ EAA __________ 

MODELING INFORMATION 
 

Years in R/C  ________     Modeling Level:        New          Intermediate          Expert          Need Help 
 
Interest Area:          WW1          WWII          Golden Age          Civilian          Vintage          Jets 
 
Private or Commercial Pilots License & Type Rating _____________________________________________ 
 
Are you interested in Scale Competition?     Yes          No          Would Require Assistance 
 
How did you hear about the Scale Squadron? __________________________________________________ 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Meeting Preferences. Check all areas that you would like to see at the monthly meetings 
 

How To          Videos          Guest Speakers          Scale Techniques          Scale Contest Prep 
 

Your Ideas ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you be willing to assist at Scale Squadron Events?     Yes          No          Maybe with Help 
 

Registration          Gate          Flight Line          Judging          Scoring          Cooking 
 
Comments 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICE: This information is only for the Scale Squadron Data Base and will not be shared or sold to any outside agencies. 

Your information may be used in a Scale Squadron Membership Guide available only to paid members.  

AMA Charter 1520 

Membership in the Scale Squadron is open to all AMA members who are interested in safe, formal, and informal 
flying, including the research, building and flying of Scale R/C Miniature Aircraft. Membership Annual Dues are 
$30.00 covering January 1 through December 31. Membership begins after verification of your current Academy of 
Model Aeronautics (AMA) Membership Card and receipt of Scale Squadron membership dues. Membership in the 
Scale Squadron includes a monthly newsletter and Squadron name tag. Meetings are the second Monday of  each 
month at 7:00pm. 
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