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WARBIRDS & CLASSICS 2021

The 2021 Warbirds & Classics Event is History!
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WARBIRDS & CLASSICS - AWARD WINNERS
Although Warbirds & Classics is technically a fun fly, there is also a small judging component where 

aircraft are judged and awards are given in various categories. The judging is pretty subjective but the 
judges are all people who have been around scale modeling for a long time. Award winners were 
announced at the Saturday evening banquet. In addition to awards for aircraft, the special 
Commander’s Award was presented to Frank Sims for regularly going above and beyond in support of 
the Scale Squadron, OCMA, and our hobby wonderful hobby. Here are the rest of the award winners...

Golden Age Classic
Robert Stanley took the prize here with his 1:4 
scale Travel Air Mystery Ship. This model was 
built from a Fred Reese kit and has a wingspan of 
87”. It’s powered by a Saito 300 twin. The pilot 
figure is modeled after Doug Davis who flew the 
full-size R614K to victory in the 1929 Thompson 
Dash.

World War I Era
This scratch-built Spad XIII by Larry Staples has a 
wingspan of 106” and weighs 42 lbs. It’s powered 
by a Desert Aircraft 85 and with Larry at the 
controls, you’ll think you’re watching the real 
thing.

EDF Scale Jet
This T-38 Talon was scratch-built by Brent Hecht 
and was a real crowd pleaser. It spans 86”, is 
about 155” long, weighs 45 lbs, and is powered by 
a pair of 120 MM EDFs. It’s built primarily of 
painted foam with markings from Callie Graphics. 
Brent is an excellent pilot as was not shy about 
showing off the capabilites of this aircraft, 
including lots of low, high-speed flybys.

Modern Classic
This CARF P-51 Strega is owned by Tony Tran. 
Wingspan is 92” and weight is around 40 lbs. The 
model is powered by an incredible sounding Kolm 
150cc 3 cylinder in-line. Tony is a precision pilot 
and he really impressed the crowd while putting 
this beautiful airplane through its paces.

Golden Age Classic
Robert Stanley took the prize here with his 1:4 
scale Travel Air Mystery Ship. This model was 
built from a Fred Reese kit and has a wingspan of 
87”. It’s powered by a Saito 300 twin. The pilot 
figure is modeled after Doug Davis who flew the 
full-size R614K to victory in the 1929 Thompson 
Dash.
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2021 Warbirds & Classics – Award Winners

Scale Flight Performance
Chris Wolfe wowed the crowd with his Douglas 
AD-1 Skyraider by reenacting an infamous 
Vietnam bombing sortie. On this particular trip 
Navy Cdr Clarence W. Stoddard, Jr. carried a 
special bomb to North Vietnam: a ceramic toilet. 
(Google it if you want the full story.) The 86” 
electric powered model started life as a Legend 
Hobby ARF. It’s covered with mylar film that is 
painted, fully detailed, and weathered to Chris’ 
exacting standards. Chris flew the beautiful AD-1 
expertly and often.

Builders Award
Jack Dunkle came all the way from Denver, CO 
with his 1:3 scale scratch-built Fleet Biplane. The 
Fleet is one of those models that, the closer you 
get, the more there is to see. The electric powered 
model has a 120” wingspan and weighs in at 27 
lbs.

Heavy Metal Warbird
While there are many models of the Republic P-47 
Thunderbolt (there were 5 at this event), Brian 
Young’s 1:4 scale version built from Don Smith 
plans is awesome. Weighing in at 90 lbs with a 
120” wingspan this airplane was a genuine show-
stopper. The 3W 220 engine pulled the airplane 
around with authority. Combined with Brian’s 
expert piloting, the “Jug” was a commanding 
presence.

Young Eagles Award
At 10 years old, Max Huerta was the youngest 
pilot at the event. He flew his Top Flite Focke-Wulf 
Fw 190 like a pro. Max’s Fw 190 has an 86” 
wingspan, weighs about 23 lbs. and is powered by 
a DLE 55 engine.
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WARBIRDS & CLASSICS - GALLERY
With 100+ airplanes at the event, it will be impossible to include photos of them all. (Well, technically 

it’s possible but I’m pretty sure Sam wouldn’t allow a 50 page newsletter just so we could show 
everyone’s airplane!) If you were at the event then you know how impressive it all was. If you weren’t 
able to be there in person then here is a sampling of what you missed.

The Pits
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2021 Warbirds & Classics – Gallery

During the traditional lunchtime line up on the runway centerline, the models were arranged from one 
end of the runway to the other. That meant about 500’ of airplanes lined up wingtip to wingtip for 
close-up inspection. A lot of people took advantage of the opportunity to examine and photograph this 
amazing assortment of scale models up close.

Lunchtime Line Up
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2021 Warbirds & Classics – Gallery

Boeing 737 Max 8 – Michelle Nolan

Cessna 182 Skylane – Michael Calloway

Boeing P-26a Peashooter – Jarred Pinn

Douglas AD-1 Skyraider – Chris WolfedeHavilland DH.82 Tiger Moth - Eric Puchalski

Boeing B-29 Superfortress



 Scale Dimension | September 2021 Page 11

2021 Warbirds & Classics – Gallery

Lockheed Martin F22 Raptor – Jared Pinn

North American T-6 Texan – David Hawkinson

LTV A-7E Corsair II – Chris Wolfe

Northrop T-38 Talon – Brent Hecht

Fokker D.VII – Larry Staples IAI Kfir F-21A Lion – Brent Hecht
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2021 Warbirds & Classics – Gallery

Republic P-47 Thunderbolt – Jaime Colley

Robinson R-22 – Thanh Chang

Republic P-47 Thunderbolt – Brian Young

Sopwith Pup – Don Aitken

Percival T.1 Provost – Keith Hedge Pitts Model 12 The Beast – Tony Tran
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2021 Warbirds & Classics – Gallery

WACO – Harry Middleton

FPV Formation Flying

FPV Formation Flyers

Spad XIII – Larry Staples Stearman N2S-3 – Pat Schreffler
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2021 Warbirds & Classics – Gallery

...and there was plenty more:
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WARBIRDS & CLASSICS - SPONSORS

An event the size and complexity of Warbirds & Classics would have a significant impact on the 
treasury without the help of a number of sponsors. The sponsors listed on this page helped offset the 
cost and enhance the experience for the pilots. The Scale Squadron Board of Directors and the Warbirds 
& Classics Planning Committee gratefully acknowledge the support of these sponsors.

House of Balsa
www.HouseOfBalsa.com
House of Balsa is the
western U.S. and
Canadian master

distributor for Zap Glue and are long-time 
supporters of Warbirds & Classics.

ZAP Glue
(Pacer 
Technologies)
www.ZAPGlue.com
The ZAP glue system is 
probably the most
popular brand of glue used by aircraft modelers 
around the world. The complete product line 
includes CA, epoxy, thread lockers, and 
corrosion inhibitors. The ZAP people provided 
bottles of glue to each registered pilot. ZAP has 
been supporting Warbirds & Classics for several 
years and we look forward to their continued 
involvement. James Events 

Productions
www.JamesEvents.com
For over 30 years, 
James Events has been 
working with clients to
plan and produce events for as many as 5,000 
guests. They have been major supporters of 
Warbirds & Classics and OCMA since the event 
moved to OCMA Field. For this year’s Warbirds & 
Classics event they provided a location for the 
event banquet and significant discounts on 
catering for the banquet. The Warbirds event 
would not be possible without James Event’ 
involvement and support.

Jet Hangar Hobbies
www.JetHangar.com
Jet Hangar Hobbies is a leading manufacturer 
of radio controlled ducted fan and turbine 
powered jet kits and accessories. JHH donated 
items for the raffle including a E-Turbax 
120mm ducted fan unit.

Legend Hobby
www.LegendHobby.com
Legend Hobby is a leader 
in the development and 
production of scale 
warbird models, 
accessories, and parts. We

are very grateful for Legend’s donation of an 80” 
P-40N Warhawk from Seagull Models. This model 
was the first prize in one of the raffles.

Specialized Screen Printing
www.SpecializedScreenPrinting.com
Specialized provides digitally printed stickers, 
banners, decals, tents, flags, and pretty much 
anything else you can think of. They came 
through for us in a big way when,on very short 
notice they provided the pilot numbers and 
stickers, all at a ridiculously low price. We’re 
looking forward to seeing what they can do when 
they have a little lead time.

The RC Geek
www.TheRCGeek.com
The RC Geek blog is run by 
Chris Wolfe and is a place 
where R/C hobbyists at all 
levels can learn about all 
aspects of the hobby. Chris 
emphasizes designing,
building, and flying (or driving) all types of RC 
projects. His blog is intended to help R/C 
hobbyists over the rough spots and provide tips 
and tricks along the way. We are especially 
grateful for Chris’ constant support and 
promotion of Warbirds & Classics.
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IN MEMORIAM: COL. ROBERT E. THACKER

Col. Robert E. Thacker, USAF (Ret.)
February 21, 1918 – November 25, 2020) 

by Sam Wright

While the Colonel passed in November 2020, 
his daughter Barbara held off on a ceremony until 
we could all be together for his celebration of 
life. The COVID restrictions made any public 
event difficult until August 27, 2021. We all 
gathered at a beautiful place overlooking the San 
Clemente pier and beaches where the Colonel 
strolled every morning. Dr. Ken Wagner (“Wags”) 
flew the Colonel’s ashes out to sea in his P51 
“Lady Alice” where he dropped them according to 
the Colonel’s wishes.

That was followed by all of us sharing words 
about how the Colonel affected our lives and in 
many cases inspired us.

I met the Colonel 25 years ago at Camp 
Pendleton where he was successful in securing 
the R/C Flying site at LZ 53 where we flew for 
years. I published the newsletter for most of 
those years and that earned me a Life 
Membership while the Colonel was already a Life 
Member. The Colonel and I were the longest 
surviving life members.

I always liked the Colonel’s presentation in his 
Ascot, rolled up trousers to protect them from 
the surf, and his dignity. He never once forgot 
that he was a military man and loved the country 
he fought for. We all dearly enjoyed his stories 
and quick humorous wit all the way to 102.

The Colonel was an avid R/C pilot in sailplane 
soaring and scale R/C up through ducted fans 
and eventually turbine jet aircraft. His last scale 
R/C airplane was a huge Bob Violet turbine 
powered F-100 Super Sabre. At age 98, Bob flew 
the F-100 at the Best in the West Jets on a buddy 
cord. The Col. Robert E. Thacker Award is still 
presented to a deserving jet pilot at that event 
every year.

I will miss the Colonel (as we all called him) and 
many of you will as well. He was a tribute to 
America and what we as a country stood for and 
proud to his last breath. May he soar above us 
and watch our landings. Many of which he was 
critical, so be on your toes.

Photos from the Colonel’s Celebration of Life held 
August 27, 2021 over-
looking beautiful San
Clemente beach.
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AUGUST SQUADRON MEETING
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August Squadron Meeting

 



 Scale Dimension | September 2021 Page 19

August Squadron Meeting
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Date
Host/
Location

Event/
Summary

Sep 17-18 Delta Valley Modelers &
Tokay R/C Modelers
Lodi, CA

Warbird Fly-In & Night Fly
Gates open at 8:00am & flying starts at 9:00am after pilot 
meeting on runway 30L. Registration $20.00. Any & all types of 
warbirds are welcome. Current AMA membership required.

Sep 17-19 Hemet Model Masters
Hemet, CA

SoCal USSMA Qualifier & Scale Meet
Early registration & practice on Friday. Static judging on Friday & 
Saturday at 9:00am. Flight rounds start at 9:00am on Saturday & 
Sunday. Lunch provided on Saturday. Turbines allowed with 
waiver. AMA membership required for all pilots.

Sep 18 National Association of 
Scale Aeromodelers

2021 NASA Raffle
Not exactly an “event” but well worth mentioning due to the 
terrific prizes being offered.

Oct 22-24 One Eighth Air Force
Las Vegas, NV

1/8 Air Force Fall Fly-In
(Dates are tentative, more info to follow)

Nov 13 Las Vegas Radio Control 
Club
Las Vegas, NV

Las Vegas Fall Warbird Fly-In
Warbird Fly-In event. Prizes, food available. Come have fun with 
us at Bennett Field on our newly repaved runway.

Nov 27-28 Tucson R/C Club
Tucson, AZ

Tucson Winter Scale Classic
Scale fly-in & model swap meet. $40 Landing Fee, must have 
current AMA. Camping but no hook-ups. Registration 8:00AM, 
flying 9:00AM – 4:00PM both days.

Jan 28-30, 
2022

Sun Valley Fliers Winter Warbirds
(Dates are tentative, more info to follow)

Mar 18-20, 
2022

One Eighth Air Force
Las Vegas, NV

Gunsmoke 2022
Overnight parking available Thursday - Saturday night, call to 
reserve a spot. Trailers can be left overnight, security by club. All 
classes will be judged. $40 entry. Static Friday - Saturday AM

Special Note Regarding Events
A list of upcoming scale events that are easily reachable from Southern California is included on the 
following pages. We encourage everyone to participate in as many of these events as possible in order 
to show support for clubs that have gone through the same difficulties that the Scale Squadron has 
experienced recently. Remember that when you attend any of these events, you are an ambassador of 
the Scale Squadron. Be sure to mention your affiliation with the Scale Squadron and represent us well! 
(Also, bring back lots of photos and get them off to Eric Puchalski so they can be included in the next 
newsletter.)

Errors & Omissions
If you see any errors in any of the information in this list or the flyers on the following pages, please 
contact Eric Puchalski or any of the members of the Scale Squadron Board of Directors. If your club is 
hosting a scale-themed event that’s not on this list, contact Eric to get the event added to the list. If you 
have flyers, an informational website, or online registration page we would be happy to include that in 
this section as well.
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JOIN US!

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCALE SQUADRON OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

NEW         RENEWAL          Recommended by ____________________________________ DATE ___________ 
 
Name _________________________________________________ Spouse _____________________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________ City __________________________________ 
 
State ______ Zip Code ____________--_______ Email ___________________________Birthday ___________ 
 
Home Phone _____________________ Work ______________Ext ______ Mobile _______________________ 
 
AMA#______________ FAA _____________ USSMA __________ FCC/Ham ____________ EAA __________ 

MODELING INFORMATION 
 

Years in R/C  ________     Modeling Level:        New          Intermediate          Expert          Need Help 
 
Interest Area:          WW1          WWII          Golden Age          Civilian          Vintage          Jets 
 
Private or Commercial Pilots License & Type Rating _____________________________________________ 
 
Are you interested in Scale Competition?     Yes          No          Would Require Assistance 
 
How did you hear about the Scale Squadron? __________________________________________________ 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

Meeting Preferences. Check all areas that you would like to see at the monthly meetings 
 

How To          Videos          Guest Speakers          Scale Techniques          Scale Contest Prep 
 

Your Ideas ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Would you be willing to assist at Scale Squadron Events?     Yes          No          Maybe with Help 
 

Registration          Gate          Flight Line          Judging          Scoring          Cooking 
 
Comments 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
NOTICE: This information is only for the Scale Squadron Data Base and will not be shared or sold to any outside agencies. 

Your information may be used in a Scale Squadron Membership Guide available only to paid members.  

AMA Charter 1520 

Membership in the Scale Squadron is open to all AMA members who are interested in safe, formal, and informal 
flying, including the research, building and flying of Scale R/C Miniature Aircraft. Membership Annual Dues are 
$30.00 covering January 1 through December 31. Membership begins after verification of your current Academy of 
Model Aeronautics (AMA) Membership Card and receipt of Scale Squadron membership dues. Membership in the 
Scale Squadron includes a monthly newsletter and Squadron name tag. Meetings are the second Monday of  each 
month at 7:00pm. 


